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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  BOONE COUNTY PREPARES FOR NEXT PHASE OF COVID-19 VACCINE ROLLOUT 

 

As the State of Illinois prepares to begin the next Phase of the COVID-19 Roll-Out on January 25th, Boone County stands 

ready to meet the demand. 

 

The Boone County Health Department (BCHD) has been busy holding vaccine clinics for those listed on Phase 1A of the 

Illinois Vaccination Plan. Priority group 1A includes: healthcare workers and long-term & congregate care facilities as well 

as Clinicians, such as Nurses & Nursing Assistants, Physicians (MD, NP, PA),Respiratory Technicians, Dentists & 

Hygienists, Pharmacists, Plasma and Blood Donation Staff, Morticians, Public Health Nurses, Home Health, School 

Nurses, Optometrists, COVID Testing Staff, Dermatologists, Dialysis staff, Urgent care workers, Corrections, 

nurses/aides, Physical/occupational/speech therapists, Vaccine clinic workers, Emergency 14 Medical Services (EMS), 

including Fire Department staff acting as EMS & Air Medical Transport (Rotor & Fixed Wing). 

 

This next round, with Phase 1B, will be even busier. Visit  https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine-distribution to 

understand who fits into 1B, which includes our frontline essential workers and 65 and over population. 

 

“We are already fielding calls from residents asking when they can come in to get vaccinated,” said Amanda Mehl, Public 

Health Administrator for BCHD. “We’re thrilled with the response of the community wanting to be vaccinated and we are 

anxious to begin the process of vaccinating this very large 1B population.” 
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Page Two 

Next Phase of COVID-19 Roll-out 

 

With the governor’s announcement today, Phase 1B will begin on January 25th and BCHD will start implementing their 

plan for vaccinating this group. Initially, as vaccine is still limited, they will begin with law enforcement, 911 workers, 

security personnel, teachers, principals, student support, aids, day care workers, correction workers and inmates. Then as 

vaccine supply increases, we will quickly expand into food and agriculture, manufacturing, postal workers, transportation 

workers and grocery store workers.  

 

“The quicker we can move through these categories the sooner we can begin vaccinating our seniors 65 and over. We 

know that everyone in Phase 1B is important, so developing a system to distribute COVID-19 vaccine information to the 

public in a timely manner was crucial to BCHD and our Forward Boone County partners. Therefore, we have designed a 

sign-up form where Boone County residents can submit their contact information.” said Mehl. 

 

City of Belvidere Mayor Mike Chamberlain noted, “I’ve had the chance to speak with quite a few individuals and they 

continue to ask about when they can receive the vaccine.” The Mayor continued, “In working with the Health Department 

and Forward Boone, a concerted effort was made to develop a platform for Belvidere and Boone County residents to sign 

up for ongoing COVID-19 information.” 

 

By providing basic contact details, the public will receive periodic updates on COVID-related matters and the latest 

vaccine information. Additionally, your contact information will be used to provide links to COVID-19 Vaccine Appointment 

Registration Sites, when they become available.  Boone County residents can be put on the Boone County COVID-19 

Information communication list by simply filling out a form located at https://forms.gle/Ui7ifkC4uidJ9FSe8.  Boone County 

seniors unable to access the form are encouraged to contact the Boone County Council on Aging, at 815.544.9893, for 

assistance in being added to the communications list. 

 

Please note, this form will not ask for personal, non-public information and will be used strictly to share COVID-19 

information from the Boone County Health Department and Forward Boone County. Additionally, this form will not act as a 

means of signing up to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

#### 

 

About the Boone County Health Department 

The Boone County Health Department is a local health department committed to serving the health needs of its almost 

54,000 residents. Established in 1966, we promote and protect the health of the people and the communities in Boone 

County, right here, where they live, work, learn and play. 

 

About Forward Boone County 

Created in April 2020, Forward Boone County is a non-partisan partnership between local municipalities, non- profits, 

businesses and organizations, providing Boone County, IL timely and relevant information as we navigate through the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and beyond. For more information visit www.forwardboone.org. 

 


